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Dear Leadership Team of New York University,

We are writing to you on behalf of New York University faculty, students, and student

groups who wish to adopt open educational resources in courses at New York University.

Affordability is a problem across the country as the cost of attendance (tuition, housing,

textbooks, and transportation) continues to increase for students. The current cost of course

materials is burdensome to students.1,2,3 An aspect that is burdensome for students is the cost of
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textbooks. At NYU, the average cost of textbooks is $718 for students.4 However, we recognize

that NYU has significant resources and has saved students over $1 million in savings on course

materials.5 The cost of course materials has increased exponentially over the past several years.6,7

Students take on additional debt to purchase their course materials or forego purchasing course

materials entirely due to the high cost of those materials.8 We believe that OER can help students

even more.

Open Educational Resources (OER) is defined as teaching, learning, and research

materials in any medium – digital or otherwise – that reside in the public domain or have been

released under an open license, and are free to access, use, adapt, repurpose, revise, and

redistribute at no cost and with no or limited restrictions.9 Teaching with OERs can have many

benefits for instructors and students. NYU contains platforms to create or revise OER.10

The adoption of Open Educational Resources in courses would significantly reduce the

cost for students to enroll and participate in those courses. Thus, it will support student success

by increasing course affordability and breaking down barriers to course participation. Colleges

across the country have implemented open educational resources as part of their affordability

campaign.11 Studies show that 93% of students who use OER do as well or better than those

using traditional materials since they have easy access to the content starting the first day of

classes.12 Not only will OER help affordability at NYU, but it can improve the educational
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experiences for students across the country and around the world by granting them access to free

and quality materials.

Unlike other alternatives, Open Educational Resources better address the shortcomings of

the status quo as they are completely free to use, they are available indefinitely, and students are

given a true opt-out option. Faculty and students both share a concern about course material

affordability and its impact on student success. We recognize that it is the prerogative of the

faculty to select the course materials that are most appropriate for a class. Open Educational

Resources can be integrated into every aspect of a course, incorporating course readings,

homework problem sets, and question banks for quizzes and tests.

We urge that faculty have the opportunity to sign a pledge stating that they will seek and

consider open textbooks, other open resources, and library-licensed resources when choosing

course materials.

We encourage New York University to offer institutional support to faculty and

educational technologists, such as by rewarding the use and creation of OER in tenure &

promotion processes and by providing monetary funds to compensate for the labor of

transitioning courses from traditional materials to OER.13

We encourage New York University to work with the Legislature of the State of New

York to support Open Educational Resources as a solution to high course material costs, by

investing in the creation and dissemination of quality Open Educational Resources developed by

our state institutions of higher education.

OERs are not just lower-cost than traditional print textbooks but are free to access and

can be retained after the end of a course. Additionally, OERs are intentionally designed to

remove commercial profit as a factor, and their open licenses empower instructors to teach with

13 OER in Tenure and Promotion
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them in innovative ways if they choose, and to mix, match, tailor, and edit the resources at will

according to what will work well for the class. In these ways, we believe that OERs can be seen

as an ideal solution to textbook costs.

Sincerely,

Ryan Carney, SGA Director of Finance, Chair of SGA Financial Affairs Committee, LS

Alternate Senator

In Collaboration with Juan Arias, Anastasia Chiu, and Rachel Pisciotta

Student Senators Council (SSC)

Student Government Assembly (SGA)

SGA Executive Committee

Liberal Studies Student Council (LSSC)


